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LOGICAL EVOLUTION

Programmable logic control
and other cutting-edge
automation technologies
help steer upstart machinery
builder onto the right path

myone whao has pat i théar fiir share of ome
in the Canadian packaging machinery indus
trv 1% well familiar with the name Langen,
which been virmally ssnonymous w ath Canadian
cxe-packing ever singe the founding of Langen
Packaging back m the carly 19540, Today, the Langen
e can be also be linked o something cotirely dif-
ferent—papeorm
[1s something of a stretch, granted, but there is
plenty of logke behind this seemingly dra-
riatis |||.|r|;L' ol vere,
Yul Langen, formerly vice-preasdent of
Langen Packaging before leaving the
CaRTEPAIY 10 the vear 20000, these ||.|:.*-
keeps humsell busy as president of an op-
aned-commy induserial group PR
Holdings of Georgetowis, e
Chiee off the sewveral companies operating
under the P wmbrella s called
Rebopop, which recently teamed up
with Family Time Snacks Inc., a

Valparano, Ind.-based snack-food comps

P president Paul Langen shewing afl Slen-Bradiey
cOmEnnenTs, which be sy are ipecified & smndard
by mary March Amencar-hased planis.

iv. and machinery bulder Great Lakes
Packaging Inc. of Dodton, 1L, to pro-
dince s mward-winning pouch for Fanaly

“The idea was to wee if we could apply
aur machinery background o develop a
package that would be more machine-
friendly,” recalls Langen. “We spent eight
ter mime minnths developing packages,
and then we received interest from
Family Time”

Rebopop responsded by supplying
Famuly Time with iss first-buile cartoning
maching, capable of cranking out 60 one
of-a-kind popoorn packages per manute,

The formi-fill-seal popeom povches are
glued o Folding=carton blanks, and then
sequentrally folded sround the pouch w
form a ready-to-crect cartoa, which was
selected a5 one of the Cuisranding Packayges
af MMLF i the LS. by the Newr Prodmots
Magazine, publuhed by Stagnito
Communications in Chicage

Fhis astention-grabbing pouch/carton
combination s cold-glued in a compresason
umit, before being overwrapped with 120
g biasially oriented pobypropylen:
(BOPP) Gl The carton eself—manutac-

rured from food-grade, gresse-resistang suliae boand
produced by the Smurfit-S5tone Container
Corpormtion—is ltho-pranted i five calors,

Tiv et the popeorn popping, the comsumer simply
remioves the overwrap and ereces a six-inch cube by
pushing on red arrows at opposite ends of the blank.
After thaes just place it in the microwave, st time, and
throwy o thae TV

Having msade the stranegic decisson to fecus on
serving the popeorn indusry, PIR set abour shapping
for same reputable and well-respected machinery-
making expertse: first acquiring the assers of AFA
Systems Led. m Juby of 2000 then further strength
ening its matklscruring hase with the purchase of
Mordale Machines Lrd. list Movember.

The merger of these rwo key asets has led w recent
formation of AFASMNordale, which shares the moof of

3 |_*IlHI|I-~._||,|,|-|-;--||"||:_ IH-|'|1||,1I-'-1. e manifEe turaig

operation in Geongetown, abour 60 kilometers marth-
wiest of Torono, with Lebopop.

By acquiring AFA systens, PR goe hold of an
established designer and builder of stand-aloase, high-
specd autommated packaging ssembly machines, as well
as valuabde skills in the inegration of groups of
machines for high-speed, automated assembly of prod-
wers and carponmg Sease-packing infeed systems,

As for Mordale, founded back in 1956, the compa-
my had long enjoved a well-earned reputation as a
supplier of packaging machmery for smaller-sized
industrial operators

“They had a good reputation in the Canadian mar-
ket,” Langen told Asfanare New during a recent vasit
to vhe AFA/ Nordale plame, “and there s still 2 place
for them

“There are people who want to ger o the market
wirth a machine thar’s smpler o adjust and easier o



Automate N

Elecrrical gechrician Dimas Arruda
tending to the wiring of the Mark S00i
rruchre. assembled by AFAMordale

Aoane of the key machinery inmovations cur
rently under development ar the Georgetown

plant, aimed divectly worl packaming

spplicanions, include
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A, A very hyncsl outcodne

considering the face that thiere are currently

T an csnmated 3I0HE Langen Packa

g imachmes instalbed worldwide,

To muake sure all i machmery Funs a5
ool Lamg

n knew he ha

most refiabde machne contmol techmolooy

around, and after going thr gl all the due dili tions based in Cambrad

grnce of @ thomsugeh sLippelic

the heart of

e, Ot —right

_ Clection process, Canadas industrial heartdand—supplying the full,
he finally reroed in on the high-end industrial ol

v o Rockwell Auromation
He |.|||II.|.'I|'I.;.L| m Milwaukes, Wik, Roockwell is o

malntan,  he expands, “but i is 2 anall, niche market. 3 i
connprehensive range of Allen-Bradley automanion

L I:'.L|-||.'

We want o bring i our expertise with h

specls and more use of electrical systemms, Thar way controls and COMPOnRCIs, process controd solbware,

i
W Can expa narker here honefally @ e distribution syste 't
gy nd aur marker here and, b pefully, monv of the leading global suppliers of mdusiral aucoma I I L e
mio the ULS. market ton hardwane and software, with is Allen-Bradley was the fvored machine control of

Bl -
our customer,” explains Langen. “Before, Mordale was
wsed o building machines with relay

logie and smaller PLCs (programmahble

logic controllers), bur when we came in,
we went to Allen-Bradley PLC and thei
PanelView COpULes termmnals, amd wee
meorporated them both o o
machine

“Today, many plants specifv Allen
Bradley rechnology as their standard

For AFA/ Mordale, the Allen-Bradles
solunion consited of a single-axis Ulora

MW indexing servodrive wich an M

Seres loaw=tnerta servomobor: a5 well as a
Mlicmlogix TOHOEE PLCC and a PanelView

M aperator mterface termunal.

Sa far, Langen says be has been I'he Ultra 3000 unit provides all the
extremely plessed with the performance miostion contrml for the applicanon—n
af each and every one of the Allen- ISTETInE the part CONTLIEE 111 and positon
Bradley system companenis ing the Highted comvevor in front of the
“Before, we had a servo congroller that prcumane loader. Feamring baili-in
talked to a PLC, which meant thae we torque tolerance to climinate the risk of
were dealing with two different compo- machine jam-ups, the Ulea 3000 i5 alwo s
pents,” he states, “Mow, the servo control part of the drive link of Rockwell’
s part of the PLC, rather than 2 separate Fanetix integrated motion controel sofi

device, o it B a lotr more efficienc.”

With such

wies at its disposal, combined wath a vast
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lhe Microl oggix 1O progerammiable

advanced controd techna

comtraller takes care of regulats

g all the

wealth of experience to enable it keep 1 § .
machineg contral, while Panel View 30000
making beteer and better machines, o

i hicke #hak |"T--I'I-'|I-‘|l."‘- machine operabor with a uset
Iy logrical po conciugde that
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AFAMardale has exactly what it akes o

tricndly interface rermmnal that ensunes
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service wharever industry it chooses, And high-performance functionalicy with
" ’ T ] | 3 . e enle
it beast in the popeorn packaging busi advanced alarm handling, screen securiby,
ress, for now, there 18 mon than a kernel Arlakoeg _4.-.-:.'u..-"‘.|.". P memory card,
of truth in the nofion, ' universal language support, and onhne
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